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A HISTORY OF THE WORLD IN 100 OBJECTS 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [2.19 pm]: I rise to briefly update the 
house on a wonderful new exhibition on display at the Western Australian Museum in Perth, which I was very 
pleased to formally open recently. A History of the World in 100 Objects opened to the public on 
Saturday, 13 February and runs until 18 June 2016. It is the third major exhibition resulting from the special 
relationship between the British Museum and the Western Australian Museum. The exhibition draws on the 
extraordinary collections of the British Museum to take visitors on an inspiring journey through two million 
years of human history. From stone tools to credit cards, and from a massive 1.6-metre tall relief to small gold 
coins, the items selected for display demonstrate the diversity of human creativity. Told exclusively through 
man-made objects, the exhibition traces the relationship between people and the things they make, use, worship 
and sometimes discard, and the way those objects have shaped human history. The concept was first unveiled in 
London in 2010, through a BBC radio series and a major publication of the same name. The Perth exhibition is 
the first time the exhibition has come to Australia. The Perth exhibition also includes objects from 
Western Australia; namely, antennas from the Murchison Widefield Array, which are displayed alongside the 
local Yamatji people’s response to them. It demonstrates the bringing together of ancient cultural wisdom and 
one of the world’s greatest scientific and engineering endeavours. 

The WA Museum is one of only two venues in Australia to secure the rights to this exhibition. This is a unique 
opportunity for Western Australians and visitors to our state to view highly treasured objects from around the world 
and I encourage everyone to see this magnificent exhibition for themselves. A History of the World in 100 Objects 
is also the final exhibition to be displayed at the WA Museum’s Perth site before it closes in the middle of this 
year for redevelopment. When it reopens in 2020, the revitalised WA Museum, in Perth, will be the significant 
cultural institution that all Western Australians deserve. 
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